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I was given the privilege by Madam President Onagh Dooley to write a report on the Ontario 

Provincial Council’s 71st Annual Provincial Convention’s business session. What a joy to see and 

experience the time spent on the planning and preparation of this convention to ensure that 

356 women across the province were made to feel comfortable and welcomed! The Ottawa 

Diocesan Council was represented by 16 of our members. 

Our Ontario Provincial President Anne Madden was excited to see so many members join her 

and welcomed everyone to a dynamic, spiritual, informative and fun convention! Her joy was 

contagious and heartfelt!  

The provincial theme of Homelessness was the focus during the days we spent together 

learning and praying. On Monday morning we were gifted with keynotes speakers, Namarig 

Ahmed and Rami Shami of PEACH: A supportive Palliative Education and Care Service for the 

Homeless fostered by Inner City Health Associates. This is a mobile medicine service aimed at 

meeting the needs of the homeless and vulnerably-housed patients with life-limiting illnesses. 

After their presentation, members donated their change for change for their cause. 

Approximately $700.00 was donated. 

Monday afternoon resumed with the diocesan presidents’ reports and the provincial 

chairpersons’ reports. Each report was limited to 500 words, and each was focused on one title 

of Mary and relate it to the topic of homelessness. All the reports were deeply insightful 

bringing us reflections on how members embraced God’s love for others. Madam President 

Onagh Dooley reflected on Our Lady, Health of the Sick. Our day ended with the Crowning of 

Mary prayer service. 

Tuesday morning was anticipated by the diocesan and parish council delegates. Three 

resolutions were presented, including one gifted by the Ottawa Diocesan Council. All three 

resolutions passed. Congratulations for all the hard work to all the members of the Ottawa 

Diocesan Resolutions Review Committee. A special thank you in gratitude to Ottawa’s Holy 

Spirit CWL Council who did all the groundwork for its success – congratulations! 

The Tuesday morning session went so smoothly, members were given a rare opportunity to ask 

any question to any member of the provincial executive, national president, life members, 

spiritual advisors, etc. The floor was open to everyone in attendance and this opportunity was 

well received. Several relevant issues were brought to light, questions answered, advice given, 

and more which inspired us to continue our endeavours in The League. This was extra time well 

spent and a blessing to all! 

On Tuesday afternoon we participated in breakout sessions. We heard from various 
organizations dedicated to helping the homeless. They were: Covenant House, Homeshare, 



Ontario 211, Saint Elizabeth Homecare, Sistering, and St. Vincent de Paul.  
 
Wednesday morning began with the Ontario Provincial Spiritual Advisor Archbishop 
Brendan O’Brien’s report. He stressed how all spiritual advisors are happy to accept this 

responsibility. He mentioned that the climate of the councils needs to be one where new 

members’ ideas and methods are welcomed.  This report was followed by the presentation of 

the Social Justice Award to Jan Sosiak from the Kingston Diocese. Next, we were thrilled to 

listen to our National President Margaret Ann Jacobs’ workshop called Envision our Future!  

We all know that a convention is a time of renewal of body mind and spirit. It is a time to listen, 

reflect, and pray so that God may fully refresh us and our councils as we share the lessons 

learned at convention – the stories of successes, the wisdom of the experience of our fellow 

League sisters, embracing the challenges of change, risking something new, and celebrating all 

outcomes. We are all on a journey Inspired by the Spirit Women Responding to God’s Call. May 

God continue to bless us and through us all those whose lives we touch with the loving kindness 

of Our Lady of Good Counsel. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Lynn Lavictoire 

President-Elect and Organization Chair 

CWL Ottawa Diocesan Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


